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THE PHENOMENON OF ANTONYM IN THE LEXICON OF SUMMER SPORTS IN
ENGLISH AND UZBEK

Abdumajitov Khurshid Alisher oglu
Teacher of the Department of Media
Linguistics and Communication,

Uzbek State University of World Languages
E-mail: khurshidabdumajitov@gmail.com

Abstract. This article examines an analysis of antonyms in summer sports lexicon offers important insights into
Uzbek and English linguistic structures. Words with opposing meanings, or antonyms, are essential for adding
linguistic diversity, especially in specialized domains like sports. With an emphasis on instances, linguistic
characteristics, and the implications for translation and comprehension, this article examines the phenomena of
antonymy in the context of summer sports terminology in both languages.

Keywords: Antonym, summer sports, lexical differences, translation problems, cultural significance, sports
terminology.

INGLIZ VA O‘ZBEK TILLARIDA YOZGI SPORT TURLARI LEKSIKASIDA
ANTONIM FENOMENI

Abdumajitov Khurshid Alisher o‘g‘li
Medialingvistika va kommunikatsiya
kafedrasi o‘qituvchisi,

O‘zbekiston davlat Jahon Tillar Universiteti

Annotatsiya. Ushbu maqolada yozgi sport leksikasidagi antonimlarning tahlili o‘rganilib, ozbek va ingliz til
tuzilmalari hagida muhim tushunchalar beradi. Qarama-qarshi ma’noli so‘zlar yoki antonimlar, aynigsa, sport kabi
ixtisoslashgan sohalarda til xilma-xilligini qo‘shish uchun zarurdir. Misollar, lingvistik xususiyatlar va tarjima va
tushunish uchun ta’sirga e’tibor qaratgan holda, ushbu magqola ikkala tildagi yozgi sport terminologiyasi
kontekstida antonimiya hodisalarini ko‘rib chiqadi.

Kalit so‘zlar: Antonim, yozgi sport, leksik farqglari, tarjima muammolari, madaniy ahamiyati, sport
terminologiyasi.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.47390/spro/i-res-konf-2025-12

Sport has always been an integral part of human life. [t is associated not only with physical
activity, but also with the development of culture and language. The vocabulary related to
summer sports in English and Uzbek is enriched, especially through antonyms. Antonyms, in
linguistics, represent the relationship between words that have complementary and opposite
meanings. In English, antonyms enrich the communicative process, helping to make
communication clear and effective.

Antonyms help to clarify the meaning of words. They provide a variety of expressions in
the language. The fact that antonyms reflect two different concepts has been studied in depth
by linguists. Antonyms in English are widely used in many fields, including literature,
psychology, and linguistics. R.M.Wierzbicka emphasizes the importance of antonyms in
linguistics and shows that they can be used to study the semantic structure of a language
(6,p102). “Antonyms are a fundamental structure of language through which we can express
our thoughts clearly and concisely” (4, p150). Antonyms are words that are complementary but
have opposite meanings. Antonyms play an important role in sports terminology, as they help
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to accurately describe sports processes and results. For example, the words “win” and “lose”
reflect the most basic changes in sports. “Antonyms serve to increase the richness of language
and facilitate communication” (2, p215). There are many antonyms in the English language
vocabulary of summer sports. E.B. Demidova emphasizes the importance of antonyms in sports
terminology in her work and indicates that they help to accurately express sports processes (1,
p406).

Antonyms also play an important role in sports terminology in the Uzbek language.
Muborak Khamidova examines antonyms in Uzbek sports terminology in relation to culture
and values, emphasizing the importance of these words in communication (3, p57). The
scientist also emphasizes that, in her opinion, Uzbek sports terminology reflects cultural values
through antonyms. Antonyms in the Uzbek language are widely used in many areas, including
literature, psychology, and everyday life. According to A. Tursunov, “By studying antonyms in
the Uzbek language, one can understand cultural and psychological aspects” (5, p45).

There are many antonyms in the English lexicon of summer sports. Below we can see
some examples: “Win and Lose”: These words represent outcomes in sporting events. Their
relationship reflects the competitive nature of sports; “Team and Individual”: These antonyms
are important in distinguishing between team and individual sports. Team sports require
cooperation, while individual sports demonstrate individual abilities; “Active and Passive”:
Defines the difference between active and passive participants. Active participants participate
in the game, while passive participants are limited to just watching.

Let’s look at some more antonyms related to summer sports. These antonyms help to
more clearly express the characteristics of summer sports and show different aspects of sports
activities. For example: In terms of Game — Types Group and Individual, Defense and Attack;
In terms of Competition Mode - Equal and Difference, Win vs. Lose; In terms of Changes -
Increase and Decrease, Rise and End; In terms of Number of Participants — Mutual and
Independent, All and Several; In terms of Sports Types — Playing in Water and Land Sports,
Summer and Winter.

Antonyms in English and Uzbek reflect not only language but also culture. For example,
the interest and importance of team sports are important in both cultures. While team sports
require cooperation and teamwork, individual sports emphasize individual achievement. There
are lexical differences between the two languages. In English, antonyms are often formed using
prefixes and suffixes, such as “active” and “inactive”. In Uzbek, antonyms are more often created
through morphological changes, such as “yutmoq” and “yutqazmoq”. There are a number of
difficulties in translating antonyms between English and Uzbek. For example, the Uzbek
translation of the word “team” as “jamoa” may be perceived differently in both cultures. This
shows the attitude towards sports and the importance of teamwork.

The article concludes by skillfully illustrating the importance of linguistic and cultural
research on the phenomena of antonymy in the vocabulary of summer sports in both English
and Uzbek. Antonyms reflect underlying cultural values and viewpoints in addition to
enhancing languages and facilitating effective communication over sports-related subjects. The
paper also emphasizes the difficulties in translating these concepts between languages and
stresses the significance of taking cultural context into account. In the end, the study
emphasizes how useful it is to examine antonyms in specific fields, such as sports, in order to
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learn more about linguistic structures and cultural identities. The phenomenon of antonymy in
the lexicon of summer sports in English and Uzbek reflects the richness of the language and its
cultural identity. The interaction of antonyms helps to accurately express sports processes and
facilitates intercultural communication. The study of antonyms in sports terminology is
important not only for linguistics, but also for cultural studies.
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